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Born in Nuoro, Sardegna, 1969, moved to Palermo where he grew up and at university graduated in Political Science.
Afterwards, he returned to Sardegna for an apprenticeship with the painter and architect Giovanni Antonio Sulas. He has since
then lived and worked in Siracusa, Sicily since 1990, and in Paris since 2011 where he now lives and works.

Ciacciofera has always been invested in the relationship between human existence and the natural world. Using a variety of
artistic approaches, including installation, sculpture, painting, drawing, theater, video and sound, he freely combines media
and methods in his exploration of nature, history, mythology and humanity.

Conceptual artist at heart, he is concerned frst and foremost with the subject, narrative and feeling that he wishes to convey,
with the materials – drawn from a host of sources – following the concept. He constantly calls upon his background in political
science, keen interest in environmentalism, and fxation with individual memory, folding in research, activism, and his own
subjective reality to create poetic experiences.

For many years he studied landscapes and how humans change them, and human portraits to fnd their typus. His works have
existential themes, with central or appended political and social questions employing a complex, intensely symbolic, visual
language.

 Material for his inquiries often begin with some nexus found in the cross-currents of languages, their literatures, and
histories, for example, J.W. Goethe’s Sicilian Travels that inspired a collection titled “Sicilian Journey” that toured Europe and
the USA. He also spent years exploring questions relating to torture, legal and extra-legal imprisonment. Other themes
included that of profound melancholy and desolate seascapes and deserts where the near absence of the humans provide
surprising perspectives.

He has also worked in theatre. In 2010, he designed sets and costumes for Medea, (dir. Maurizio Panici, starring Pamela
Villoresi), which opened at Tindari’s Greek Theater and then toured until 2011, also Oedipus Rex, Helena, Andromaque, and
others. Medea inspired his Argonauta series of paintings, drawings and sculptures, which recognized a need to unlock a a
more intense dialogue with the past. Another set of works were inspired by the Renaissance masterpiece The Triumph of
Death fresco in Palermo’s Palazzo Abatellis.

With architects and engineers he won two competitions for the artistic and architectural refurbishment of the two container
handling cranes located in the Port of Palermo, destined to become the symbolic interface point between the port and the
city.

He was awarded the Civitella Ranieri NYC Foundation Visual Arts Fellowship for 2015-16.

The artist is currently represented by Vitamin Creative Space (Guangzhou/Beijing), Voice Gallery (Marrakech), Michel Rein
(Paris/Bruxelles).
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